AY 


T4 


CEL 


Vi 


4s 
Rs 


— 
we 
E 


3 


A * 


os 
. - 
1 . 
. 


3, 
n 


on 
12 
* 


FAVOR” OF. 


— 


e ̃ Ä—ͤP77 ̃¶ ̃ IEEE) 4 WD" 
> ” 2 7 


CKLAND, Pater -· Noſter 


7 % 
ER 
7 3 . 
, : 
EY + W i 
= 4 
12. oY 
: 3 : hs 
x . *. * 
' 
. 
” 
: V. ; 3 l 
1 an. 
E 
* i * - . 4 * 
1 > 
b 7 . 5 
4 - 
. 1 — £ - 
<a : 5 
A Y 
7 - — 
” 4 
wry . 8 * 
75 e 
be 
* 5 * 
g * 
* 
I 1 
* ” 4 
* 8 
5 F * 
k £ — 
1 
bf » * 
>: * 
: 7 
a . x 5 * 8 : s 7 
. 
* 
N 6. 7 * . 1 . 4 4 Go 
+ 
1 " 
* 
, — G 
. 
of" - 
— 
— 
* 
5 "» 
g 
: ” 
= 
E x « 
4 
* 
— 
: 
« 
— 
- 


. 
h 0 : 
4 7 I. 7 4 o 2 
4 _— 5 5 4 4 5 * 
. / 
©6544 ö 9 4 ; 15 N : *> ; 2 
2 ” wes s d . £8 wo * 4 s >. 8 Wn 
4 2 
5 
2 0 * * 
1 
W RTE SEA F 5 n N 7 + : 5 "gr — 6 or” 
* A 8 _ 5 : 4 A . 3 ; 1 
i 8 p k = 
; i 4 ' 
* 9 * 5 
2 
=” 
- 


ge” 


299 


1 1 am not iy ne 
in the world, I cannot avoid per- 
cieving and attending to ſome things that 
happen in it. And I acknowledge myſelf 
to be one of thoſe, who look upon Religion, 
and whatever concerns it, to be moſt par- 
ticularly deſerving of notice. Herein I 
may perhaps paſs with ſome people for a 
man of a ſingular caſt. And I will give 
them leave to conſider me in that light, 
provided they ſtudy the ſubject fairly, and 
form their notions of it, after the know- 
col they have themſelves gained about 
I know of my Own ſelf, and can aſſure 
ad that it is in this way that I have 
acquired and ſettled my on notions. 
Having made Religion my favourite ſtudy, 
ever ſince I came to years of diſcretion, I 
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* he interprets 1 Rules known 


22 hinge upon the ſubject, 56 whiie 


I have myſelf examined, and found, upon 
examination, to be true and ſolid. At 
other times (I mean when things do not 
appear to me clear and certain) I ſuſpend 
my judgment; and either do not believe 


at all, or only preſume and conjecture. 
I thank God I am both a Chriſtian and a 
Proteſtant ; though I much prefer the for- 


mer title to the latter. The latter is t6 


me no more than a kind of explanation 
and determination of the former. It is 


both as a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant that I 


form my belief in the manner juſt now 


mentioned; neither do I concieve how it 


is poſſible to be entitled to either of theſe 
denominations in any other way. A Chriſ- 
tian is one who believes in Revelation; in 


is any difference (which I do not allow) 


more — in the Jatter: Anda 
Proteſtant is one who rejects what he finds 
the Church of Rome has added to the true 


primitive Religion of Chriſt; and one who 


takes for his only Rule and Guide, in mat- 
ters of Religion, the Holy Seri tures. J 


* 3 


and allowed of among the Jearned-in che 


interpretation of other ancient Authors; 


I therefore profeſs myſelf to be one who 


adopts or rejects no particular opinion, or 
ſet of opinions whatever, merely on account 
of their being adopted or rejected by this 

or that man, or ſet of men; but merely 


and ſolely becauſe I find them conſonant > 
to Reaſon and Scripture, or diſſonant from 


either or both. I can read Authors on 
different ſides of a queſtion; and think I 


can do the utmoſt juſtice to both. Truth 


is my aim, and my only aim; and therefore 
it is matter of perfect indifference to me, 


where I find it; whether in the party I was 


born and educated in, or in that from 


which my forefathers thought proper to 
ſeparate, or in any other whatever. In- 
deed, I do not imagine, that any one party 


is 1n poſſeſſion of the whole truth, and to 
the utter excluſion of all others. And I 
can pleaſe myſelf with the thought, that a 


great deal of it is ſtill to be met with even 


in thole which, in other reſpects, have 


fallen 1nto the groſſeſt errors. 1 hope 


there is always enough of truth left every 
where, by a ſerious attention to, and a 


_ diligent 


* 


1 dilligent i improvement of, which; men may 


A come, in time, to be undecieved of many 


of their errors, and to attain to a very 
| exact and certain knowledge of much real 
+ and important truth. Thus diſpoſed, I 
1 f think myſelf better qualified tO diſcuſs Any 
pPioint of religious controverly. And thus 
| Ps diſpoſed and qualified, I ſhall now attempt 
bl 0K... dehver my ſentiments upon the ſubject 
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1 EN dhe Petition ach, ths late 4 = 


1 was brought to me, with an Invitation for 
me to ſign it, as I could by no means conſent, 


1 failed not, at the ſame time, to allege the reaſons 


of my refuſal. But as I could do it then only in 
a curſory and confuſed manner, I ſhall now at- 
tempt it more diſtinaly and more at large: 
contenting myſelf, however, with thoſe reaſons, 
which I think myſelf beſt acquainted with, and 
which 1 have now more nn to my mind. 


1 WE to conſſ deb thoſe reaſons, firſt, as they 
| :6elatey to Roman Catholics in general, and more 
particularly to thoſe, in favor of whom the late 
Act was paſſed; and, ſecondly, as they relate to 
Proteſtants at large, and eſpecially to ſome of thoſe 
ho are for erg 99. þ the r drr of that Ak. þ 
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* Tur Roman Catholics may by FRPTRAYY 


| in a more extenſive, or in a more limited view ; 
45 3 * I chiok them worthy of the favor 
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lately granted them; if, indeed, that is to be 
called a favor, which is rather a EE of * 
ſtrictly due to them. 7 = e 


Religious Toleration is the natural * ok all 


men, and conſtitutes a part of civil liberty. It is, 
beſides, the immediate reſult of that moſt evident 


* 
* 
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and moſt univerſally acknowledged Maxim of 


Equity, of doing to others what we would. have 
others do'to-us. All claim it; and therefore all 
"ought to grant it. We find fault with the Roman 
Catholics for not allowing it to us Proteſtants; nay, 
we exclaim loudly againſt them, and complain 
moſt bitterly of them, upon that account. Herein 
we are moſt certainly in the right; and they muſt 
ſtand condemned at the tribunal of their own 
reaſons and conſciences, if they pay the leaſt 
attention and regard to their verdict. But is that 
2 reaſon why we ſhould do the ſame? May we 
commit murder, or theft, or adultery, becauſe 
others do? Or may we. bear falſe witneſs _ 
others, becauſe others bear falſe, witneſs againſt us? 
Is revenge, is retaliation a. lawful thing? If ſo 
many of them are blinded: by prejudice and ſelf. 
love, ſo as not to underſtand and allow, that they 
ougght in this caſe, as well as all others, to do as 
they would be done by: ſhould we be guilty of 
the fame partiality? As Men, ought ve not 
always to be governed by reaſon and conſcience? 
And, as Chriſtians, are we not taught and com- 
manded, not to ſuffer ourſelves to be overcome 
of evil, ſo as to be drawn away to do the like; 
but rather to overcome evil "FRY good : ? 


by. male 2 | Avoat . of SEE eh 


ae ting, on the one hand, gur rights againſt oo 
that 


— . 


"1 23 


that would invade them; and, on the ae: 
robbing others of theirs, even when they would 
rob us of ours. Suppoſing the former to be 
lawful, the other is not. Or, if the latter ſhould: 
be allowed of in matters of a civil nature, or in 
ſtate· affairs, which does not appear to me; I am 
ſure it ought not to be admitted in matters of 
religion and conſcience. But ſtate- affairs are what 
I do not chuſe to meddle with. I therefore 
return to my former queſtions, and vill dwell upon 
them a little longer. | Þ | 


| Thoſe among, the Ramon; Catholics. whe are | 


- ſtill for perſecuting ſuch as they call Heretics, act 


in a manner diametrically oppoſite to all the 
plaineſt dictates of nature and reaſon, and to the 
no leſs plain laws and precepts of Holy Scripture. 
But if they will render themſelves guilty in ſo com- 
plicated a manner, and to ſuch an enormous de- 
gree, 1s that a reaſon why we ſhould ? If they run 
counter to Moſes and the Prophets, to Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles ; will that juſtify our being ſo raſn 
and bold ? They pretend, ſometimes, to draw argu- 
ments in favor of Perſecution from Reaſon and Re- 
velation. But, herein, it is eaſy to ſee they offer 
violence to both. And herein they are confuted 
even by authors of their own: Communion.* But 
if ſome; Roman Catholics will render themſelves 
guilty of ſuch unnatural and wicked perverſion, both 
of Reaſon and Scripture; once more, ſhall we Pro- 
teſtants follow this a ina 1 of ſo Wan 
a nature * | . 8 


— 


a * ; Af and Fling of what I 3 1 . a | 
Reader to the Diſcourſes of Abbe Ae on Becleſaſticu 
en 2:9 | | | 


Guilty, 


121 


Guilty, however; as the Roman Catholics "1 
in perſecuting; we Proteſtants ſhould be more fo, 
were we to do the fame; inaſmuch as they are 
not allowed the free uſe of Reaſon, nor of Serip- 

ture, in the manner we are: at leaf if we know 
what we are, and if we are really what we pretend 
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{| to be. They are forced to take the ſenſe of 
=. Scripture at the mouth of Mother Church. A 
3 controverſial writer on that fide of the queſtion, | 
11 quoted by Tillotſon, ſays; that * Scripture is unſenſed, 
ul : till the Church has ſpoke, and declared the ſenſe 
Y | the takes it in.” But we Proteſtants ſcorn ſuch a 
4 way of thinking and ſpeaking. To fay that Scrip- 
i | ture is of itſelf unſenſed, is to us the ſame as ſaying, 
4 that it is nonſenſe. We well remember, that our 
= - Tord, addrefling himſelf to the multicades about 
I : him, upbraids them with not judging of them - 
3 ſelves; upbraids them with not knowing the Serip- 
1 tures: commands them; not only to read, but to 
. ſearch them. We know, likewiſe, that St. Luke, 
E = in the Acts, highly commends the Berœans, as 
4 perſons of a noble 3 for examining the doctrine 
= of the Apoſtles, and comparing it with the Scrip- ; 
A e in order to ſee whether it was conformable 
3 to them. We know, again, that the Apoſtles of 2 
1 5 our Lord, in their Epiſtles, - addreſs themſelves 3 
J 5 indiſcriminately, to all the Faithful who were Y 
N members of the ſeveral Churches; and, in ſome 
£ parts. even to Children by name: And Roman 
4 Catholics in particular would' do well to attend to 
1 this, that St. Paul, writing to the church of Rome, 
„ . does the very fame thing. To ALL, fays he; 
. that are at Rome. Grace and Peace, &c. And 
0 fn his epiſtie to the faithful of the Church of 
* Corinth; the ſame Apoſtle ſays, © I ſpeak as unto 
9 men of underſtanding, judge ye of what I'fay.” 
| Although, 
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- therefore, the Roman Catholics a& 

direkt oppoſition to fuch paſſages, and many 
more 7 the like nature: yet they att upon prin- 
ciple. And however falſe and wy in itſelf, and in 


our judgment and eſtimation their way of thinking 


aol the ſubject may be ; yet, as ſuch is theirfixed 

5 2 5 wt it 1s. wah them an avowed principle ; 
10 oil naturally and muſt neceffarily operate upon 
them, as ſuch. They would, otherwiſe, not be 
what they are; I mean, Chriſtians of their parti- 
cular denomination. And thus they muſt continue 
to think and act, till ſuch time as, by the grace of 
God, together with the charity of their neighbours, 


and their own: piety and virtue, they are brought 
to percieve' and acknowledge the truth. But 


were we to follow their example i in this reſpeQ, in 
the particular, I mean of Perſecution : we ſhould 
evidently and notoriouſly act againſt our own prin- 
ciples; againſt ſuch principles, as conſtitute the 
very nature of our religious profeſſion, and diſtin- 


: guiſh us from them. And, therefore, while we 


may ſuppoſe ſome of them innocent, we ſhould 
certainly be guilty: and where others of them are 
guilty, "We are Guby ſo. Some of them may 
reaſonably, and equitably, be ſuppoſed innocent; 
as not Knowing and as having never had opportu-. 
nities of knowing better. And as for others, who 
may have had ſuch opportunities, and have not im- 


proved them: how guilty ſoever they may be in that 


reſpett, they are however, innocent of che crime, 
of inconſiſtency and felf-contradiftion.” | 


But, in continuing to ſpeak br "hs "Woman 
Catholics, I ſhould be glad to conſider ſome of 
them in a nearer view, and in a more favourable 


825 Neither mankind in general, nor any one 


part 


-E 6 1 
part of mankind, continue long in one and the 
{ame ſituation. There have happened revolutions 
in Papal Rome, as there had happened ſome in 
Rome Imperial, and before that when it was a Re- 
public, and when it was a Monarchy. The Re- 
formation, in a popular way of ſpeaking, is little 
more than two hundred years old. But to ſpeak 
more accurately and preciſely, it had been working 
and fermenting in the bowels of that Church, for 
ſeveral ages back : but had been kept under by 
dint of craft and violence, and ſo prevented from 
breaking out. Though it came to light, though 
it was born, if I may uſe the compariſon, but 
about two centuries ago: yet it had been con- 
cieved long, before; and was, all that while, form- 
ing itſelf in the womb, and ripening for actual 
birth. So that the Roman Catholics, even at the 
time of the Reformation, were, by no means, fo 
ignorant and ſuperſtitious, ſo violent and cruel, as 
they had been in the darker ages that had pre- 
Foe: And when the Reformation broke out, and 
found means to ſettle itſelf. in ſeveral parts of 
Europe : many even of thoſe, who {till remained 
in the boſom of that Church, went on improving, 
more or leſs, both in ſound learning and true 
piety, and in a humane and Chriſtian temper. 
This was more remarkably verified, in regard to 
thoſe Roman Catholics abiding in the ſame coun- 
tries and diſtricts along with the Proteſtants, which- 
ever of the two were uppermoſt ; but ſtill more 
ſo, when it happened to be the Proteſtants. „ 


The Roman Catholics i in France, for inſtance, 
when the Reformation got fuch footing there, and 
was tolerated to ſuch a degree, as to obtain a 


ſolemn Edict for i its protection and ſecurity, became 
conſiderably 


„ 


| conſiderably more e and FINE in their ſen- 
timents, than thoſe of Italy, or thoſe of Spain and 
Portugal. The Divines of France have often 
called ianſdlves the Gallic Church. Thoſe, 'who - 
made uſe of that denomination, diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by it from thoſe who were called Ultra- 
montare ; the latter of which were wholly devoted 
to the lee of Rome. The Council of Trent was 
ne ver recieved in due form either by the Church 
or Government of France. There have been in 
that Kingdom two Parties of 'the Theological or 
Religious kind; each of them numerous and power- 
ful; the Moliniſts and the Janſeniſts. Thele have 
long battled it together ; till. at laſt, the party of 
the Moliniſts has been greatly weakened by the 
downfal of the Jeſuits. The Janſeniſts are worthy 
of immortal praiſe on ſeveral” accounts; particu- 
larly, for having tranflated the New Teſtament, 
and even the whole Bible; for having diſperſed 
their tranſlations with indefatigable zeal all over 
the kingdom, and among all orders and degrees 
of men; for having boldly and openly ſtood forth 
in defence of the people's right and duty to read 
the Scriptures; and for having courageouſly ſuf- 
fered in ſo rous and charitable a cauſe. 


As 15 the Roman Catholics ders in England, 
Gros the memorable Epocha of the Reformation, 
they likewiſe have undergone a great alteration 
for the better. They are by no means either fo 
ignorant, or ſo ſuperſtitious, or fo bigoted. as the 
were formerly; eſpecially, thoſe of them who 
have had more frequent opportunities of inter- 
courſe with their Proteſtant neighbours.” It is for 
that reaſon, that, in Ireland, they have" not had 
0 N of: their Clergy of eminent Parts and | 

Learning, 


Learning, 25 in PIR Light is of a ce 
cative nature: it preſently draws all eyes that are 
open towards itſelf. It is obſeryable again, that 
it is beſt recieved by ſmooth and even ſurfaces, 
and beſt reflected from them. Once more, con- 
ſider Light and Darkneſs. as two ſworn, as two 
irreconcilable Enemies; and ſuppoſe them to meet 
and engage, upon flair and equitable terms, in the 
| field of battle (as it is repreſented by an ingenious. 
—_— Light then will have nothing elſe to do, 
but to appear, in order to diſcomfir, al even to 
Amt ber Enemy wy 
The Church of Rome, ee in many parts 
of Europe, has undergone a real Reformation: 
however ſhe may not think of it, or not care to 
own it; and however ſhe may exclaim againſt the 
idea of Reformation in others. And this Reforma- 
tion is do conſiderable in ſome parts of Europe, 
that the Roman Catholics, who reſide there, differ 
from thoſe reſiding in other parts, almoſt as much 
as we differ from them. Many of the Roman 
Catholics in France would be ee, Hereties ; 
and are atually and Frequently ſo. called both in 
Italy, and Spain, and Portugal. And I. take it 
for granted, that the ſame obſervation holds true 
of many Roman Catholics here in England, com- 
pared with thoſe in France; and the more lo, 1, 
of thoſe two people, the one is much more impa- 
tient of reſtraint than the other. There are many 
of them both in France and England, who, if they 
were, or had been ſome time ago, tranſported 
into Spain and Portugal, would not have failed 
to experience all the ſevere, all the cruel treatment 
of the anqniſtien? : had they ventured to utter 
W al ſenti s upon religious N 5 
' ole 


thoſe foreign countries, as they had been uſed to 
do at home. Theſe Roman Catholics, therefore, 


are a very different ſet of people from what their 


anceſtors were one or two centuries ago, and 
from what many of the ſame detomination are ab 


this day. The ſubſtance is altered, at the ſame 


time that the name remains: or it is the ſame 
outward ' garment, but worn by different perſons : 
or, once more, it is the ſame building; but ſome 
of the more ruinous parts of it are e e with 
new and ene ee. | 


*; {4 


* boy leave to narciealurios a font very material 


. differences between the one and the other. M2 


The Roma Catholics of France" and En 50 
may now with eaſe, and, I hope, do commonly 
read, at leaſt the New Teſtament; and may likewiſe, 


if they pleaſe, read the whole Bible. The Prieſts, 


indeed, here in England, as well as thoſe in France, 
did formerly diſſuade their people; as much 25 
they could, from reading the Verſions of Pro- 
teſtants, under pretence of their being unfaithful. 
But this charge was preſently confuted by the bare 
inſpection, as it were, and by the flighteſt compa- 


riſon of the Verſions of both parties; which were 


found to differ, in the main, no more from one 
another, than Verſions of thie ſelf· ſame party by 
different Authors. Beſides that the charge of un- 
faithfulneſs was preſently retorted upon thoſe who 
had made it, and with a ſtrange ſucceſs. Father 
Veron, for inſtance; Father Veron, a French Je- 
ſuit, in order to prove, that the Maſs is no new 
thing, introduced it in his Verfion. There was a 
"Tranſlation printed at Bourdeaux, in which that 
"POE of St. Paul, where = ſays, that the time 
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will come, when men ſhall depart from the faith, 
is rendered, - they /hall depart from the Roman faith. 
But the Author, or Authors of this Verſion ſo ſoon 
altered their mind, and were, we may ſuppoſe, fo 
thoroughly aſhamed of their Work, that they pre- 
ſently ſtopped the ſale of it themſelves. However, 
a few copies got abroad; one of which I have by 
me, and am ready to produce it, if required. 
When the Verſion of the New Teſtament, made 
and diſperſed by the Janſeniſts, had met with a 
favorable reception, and gone through number- 
leſs editions: even the Jeſuits began to think they 
muſt do ſomething too. Accordingly, no leſs a man 
than Father Bouhours was appointed te the Work, 
and performed it. But though to an unprejudiced 
mind it had real merit; yet it met with no great 
encouragement, and went through but one edition 
ſo that it is become a kind of curiolity, to be met 
with only by chance. And as to England, and the 
Verſions of the New Teſtament the Roman Catho- 
lics have here, beſides thoſe of an earlier date, 1 
have, a Copy of one by Dr. Nary, publiſhed in 
1714. A Verſion very ably executed, as far as I 
have examined it, and as my judgment goes; and 
accompanied with a learned and judicious Preface. 
and with a few Notes, both ſhort and ſenſible. I 
could wiſh every Roman Catholic in theſe realms 
had a copy of it by him. Nay, I ſhould not be 
forry if even Pyoteſtants would read or conſult his 
and other foreign Verſions, and compare them 
with their own. I am ſure they would do it with 
equal pleaſure and improvement. "OO 
And here I would remind all Believers in general, 
whether Roman Catholics or Proteſtants. of one 
thing: that it is impoſſible, but that the Word f 
5 5 Go 
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God will, ſome time or other, have a free courſe, 


and produce all its genuine and proper effects. It 
would not otherwiſe be what it is called, what it 

retends to be. It would not be the Word of God; 
if it were but for this reaſon, that it contains de- 
clarations and promiſes to this purpoſe. And this 
is what the moſt bigoted part of the Church of 
Rome are ſenſible of, in their way: this being the 
true reaſon, at bottom, why they have been, and 


are ſtill, fo backward to allow the people under 


their juriſdiction the free uſe of the Bible. 


Who, indeed, can read the Scriptures for any 
time together, and witli any degree of attention, 
but muſt diſcover and learn, that GOD is the only 
proper Object of Religious Adoration ? And that 
he has moſt expreſsly forbidden the uſe of Images 
in Divine Worſhip? And particularly the making 
of any material, any viſible Repreſentation of him- 
ſelf? Who can read the whote Bible, but eſpeci- 

ally the latter part of it, but muſt there diſcover 
and learn, that there is but ONE MEDIATOR 
between God and Man, namely Jeſus Chriſt, who 
has taken upon kim the human nature? Who, that 
reads the hiſtory of the Goſpel, but mult obſerve, 


that Jeſus,” couſidered in his human nature, was 


but in one place at the ſame time? that when he 
was at Jeruſalem. he was not at Jericho? that when 
he was in the Temple, he was not in any of the 


Synagogues ? that when he was in any Houſe, he 


was not in the Street? How then can he, con- 
fidered in the fame nature, be preſent in mil- 
lions of places upon earth, at once? and that, 


beſides his being aſcended up into heaven? And. 


who that reads the Goſpels and the New Feſtament 
throughout, can diſcover any the leaſt mark or foot- 
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ep of any thing like a precept or example of any 


kind of religious worſhip to be paid to the Virgin 


Mary? Does ſhe appear there in any other light 
than as a holy Woman choſen of God, to be the 


Mother of jeſus? and his Mother, conſidering him 
not as the Son of God, as he was before he aſſu- 


med the human nature? but as the Son of David? 


and as the Son of Man? The Roman Catholics, 


indeed. have a Form of Devotion, which they have 
frequently in their mouths, and which is, in part, 


the Salutation of the Angel to the Virgin; but is 


alſo, in part, a folemn Prayer, which they ad- 


| dreſs to her. But whereas the Salutation is in St. 


Luke, the Prayer is not. Now can any one that 
reads and reflects avoid making that obſervation ? 
and tacking notice of the difference ? But what a 

diſcovery is here A diſcovery, ſure, of a moſt 
extraordinary, of a moſt aſtoniſhing nature. The 


diſcovery of an Addition made to the Word and 
Revelation of God: not, indeed, by foiſting any 


thing new and foreign into the very text; but by 
tacking it conſtantly to what is conſtantly quoted out 
of it, as if it made part of it; as alſo by enlarging 


their Creed with an article altogether of their own | 
invention. A crime this, an impiety, of the firſt 


magnitude, of the deepeſt die; and which God 


has threatened with the whole en of his wrath: | 


Here I will — my Readers a few moments 
only, white I acquaint them with a little fa&t, of 


Which I was awitnels, and in which I bore a part. 


Having, nat long ago, under my care; a Youth of 

good parts and of an ingenuous diſpoſition, who had 
been brought uꝑ a Roman Catholic: we, occaſion- 
ally. talked together about matters of controverſy, 
ee one dy, upon the * of the Salutation, 


Awe, 


„ 

Aue, Maria, &c. I not only told, but took upon me 
to ſhew him, that the Prayer, which immediately 
follows the Salutation, Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, 

ora pro nobis peccatoribus, nunc & in hord mortis 

noſtræ, was a bold and moſt preſumptuous addition 
to the Goſpel. As he had been taught a little Latin, 
this I ſhewed him in the Vulgate itſelf. He looked 

and ſaw with aſtoniſhment, and was convinced. I 

return to my reaſonings. N 


. . To inſtance in one thing more. We have been 
talking of Perſecution; and indeed that is a ſubje& 
which we never loſe fight of in the preſent argu - 
ment. Now who that reads with any degree 
of attention and underſtanding, but muſt obſerve, 
That the - Jews, indeed, perſecuted Jeſus and his 
Diſciples, and the Gentiles likewiſe the ſame Dif 
ciples: but that neither Jeſus nor his Diſciples ever 
perſecuted either Jews or Gentiles? Who but 
muſt ſee and acknowledge; that Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Diſciples never made uſe of ' compulſive means to 
convert Sinners, and to bring men over to the 


Chriſtian Religion? Paul perſecuted while he was 


a Jew: but only ſuffered perſecution. when he 
became a Chriſtian. But will it not follow from 
_ thence, that thoſe Chriſtians, of what Communion 
ſoever they be, who perſecute, or ſhew an incli- 
nation to do ſo, are, in this reſpett, directly the 
reverſe of real and ſound Chriſtians? +, 


Another material difference I would take notice 
of between the Roman - Catholics! even of the 
laſt age, but moreeſpecially of the preceding ages, 
and the preſent; is, that, whereas they ſtill con- 
tinue to pei form Divine Service, every where, in a 
dead language, in a language not underſtood hy 


75 


the generality of the people : they have, however, 
of late years, allowed of Tranſlations of ſome parts 
of the Miffal into modern languages. This was 
begun in France by the Janſeniſts, a century ago: 
and has fince been imitated here in England. This 
is certainly an amendment, or improvement, which 
may, 1n time, pave the way for others and greater 
ones. It ſhould ſeem as if common ſenſe had, at 
laſt, ſuggeſted to many of them, that it is extremely 
abſurd, not to ſay ridiculous, to be preſent at a 
Service, performed in a language you do not un- 
derſtand. And thoſe of them, who have the hap- 
pineſs to read the New Teſtament, muſt difcover, 
in the courſe of their reading, that St. Paul has a 
whole chapter, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians 
(the xivth) wherein he condemns, in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, every thing that relates to ſuch a practice. 
Thoſe, again, who may happen to be a little more 
learned, may have read, or been informed, that the 
New Teſtament and whole Bible were formerly 
_ tranſlated into moſt of the languages, not only of 
Europe, but of Aſia and Africa. They may likewife 
have been informed, that the Liturgies of the ſeveral 
great Churches, in the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, 
were expreſſed in the ſeveral Tongues of the 
different parts of the world, where thoſe Churches 
were ſituated. And they may, again, have been 
able to comprehend, without any great extent 'or 
ſtretch of genius, that the reaſon, the true and 
only reaſon, why the Service of the Church of 
Rome was, in the firſt ages, performed in Latin, 
was becauſe Latin was the Language of the Ro- 
man Empire; and. ' conſequemly, that of the 
Chriſtians, converted in that Empire. So that 
the 'very reaſon, why the Service was performed 
in that Language then, is itſelf a reaſon why it 
ought not to be {o now. | | 
I will 
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1 will here mention, by the way, ſomething 
that may ſeem foreign to the ſubject, though it has 
a real conneQtion with it. It is with pleaſure 1 
obſerve, that the Jews, who perform their ſervice 
in Hebrew, which is not underſtood by the 


common people among them, have, of late years, 


introduced Verſions of their Prayers into the lan- 


guages of the countries they live in. I have ſeen 


Spaniſh and Engliſh ones; and 1 preſume there 
may, and hope there are more. However, I 
am inclined. to think the .Jews take rather more 
pains to teach their children, not only to read, 
but to underſtand Hebrew; than the Roman Ca- 
tholics do to teach their children to. Fea 10 
underſtand Latin. | #; 


3 might mention, as an inſtance of the te 
ſort, that the Roman Catholics: are, now adays, 
leſs addicted to praying by Beads; that is, by 
repeating the ſelf-ſame forms a number of times 
running ; to going on Pilgrimages ; to keeping of 
Holy Days. I ſuppoſe it to be well known, that, 
in ſeveral Popiſh Countries, they have aboliſhed, 
by public authority, a great number a; Saints 
days in the year. | 


þ 
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But 1 chuſe to mention, in a general way, 


ſomething which is of greater importance in itſelf 
and in its conſequences; namely, that there 
appears, every day, more good ſenſe and more 
ſound learning in the Works of their Divines. 


Many of them enrich and adorn the Libraries 


of Proteſtants; as we know and ſee... by the 


' Writings. of ſeveral of them, that the Works of 
Proteſtants alſo find tance into their Libraries, 


where they, are likewiſe read. with a great deal of 
candor. 


& 
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| Aber I once knew a gentleman of eminenee 
in ſeveral branches of litterature, who was wrote 


to by Chancellor Seguier, to ſend him the Works of 
one, Who was, in his day, a great Divine and 
Preacher; I mean, Dr. James Foſter. And I 
was, wyſelf, honored once, with a commiſſion 
of the like nature, In a late publication of 
great note and merit, here in London, I find 


quoted, wich becoming eulogiums, the writings 


of certain Roman Catholics. And there is NOW a 
Work of very great importance, carrying on in 


this Kingdom, which has been patronized and 


encouraged, not only by perſons of the higheſt 
characters and ſtations abroad, but even by a great 
number of Eccleſiaſtics, and thoſe, many of them, 


of the firſt rank. By ſuch means, both Catholics 5 


and Proteſtants come, by degrees, to underſtand 


one another, and to draw nearer to one another, by 


edopting each others ſentiments. © Or if they do 
not go ſo far; they learn, at leaſt to tolerate each 
otber; jult as cel of the fame party do, or ought 
to do. True and ſolid learning has this natural 


effect upon the minds of men, that it removes 


prejudices, calms the paſſions, ſweetens the 


_ temper, and promotes mutual benevolence and 


charity. If I meditate on any part of Scripture, 
and conſult various authors upon the ſubjeR, and, 


among theſe, ſome of the Romiſh Profeſſion ; and 


i I find in them what I ſeek for, and obſerve in 
them, at leaſt in ſeveral of them, a happy mixture 
of parts and learning, of ingenuity and temper : 
how can I do otherwiſe than approve and applaud 
Authors that give me real pleaſure and fatisfattion? 


How can I do otherwiſe than love and eſteem 


them? And does not my heart inſtantly glow 


with gratitude to them, Aid return . them my 
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ſincere thanks, fo far at leaſt as can be done 
to the abſent, and, perhaps, deceaſed? And 
who that ſtudies with any method, or to any 
purpoſe, but frequently experiences ſuch pleaſures 
as theſe? with which they, indeed, who read 
only their own Breviaries, or a few Authors, what» 
ever they happen to be, of their own Sect, are 

altogether unacquainted. They ever ſee the ſame 
objects (and perhaps very deformed ones) in the 
ſame light. Inſtead of reſembling Birds, that 
ſoar up. to. different heights in the atmoſphere: 
they are more like thoſe Shell-Fiſh, which are 
faſtened to the rock, which they never leave, till 
they are forced away into the Fiſher's Boat. 


Another happy difference between former ages 
and the preſent, and an event, at the ſame time, 
highly advantageous to the Catholics as well as 
Proteſtants, and of great importance both to 
Letters and Civil Government; is the total Aboli- 
tion of the Order of Jeſuits, It is well known, I 
ſuppoſe, by the generality of people, that the 
* Jeſuits were, perhaps, of all men that ever ex- 
iſted, the moſt fixed in their own principles and 
opinions, whether true or falſe, and the moſt 
| eager and reſolute in the execution of their 
fſchemes and deſigns, right or wrong, and though 

ever ſo unjuſt, and ever ſo pernicious. - They 
had made themſelves remarkable, or, to ſpeak 
more properly, notorious for corrupting Chriſtian 
Morals, and rendering them ſubſervient to all 
manner of vice and iniquity. They had found out 
the art of becoming, firſt, neceſſary, and then for- 
midable, to all around them; States and Princes not 
excepted. If they ever gave way to any thing that 
looked like re formation and amendment, there yo 
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but too much reaſon to ſuſpeR that they did it thro 
neceſſity, and merely to accommodate themſelves 
to the humor of the times. To this it was 
owing, that, within the famous period, fince called 
the Age of Lewis the XIVth, there was one, at laſt, 
of that Order, that publiſhed a New Teſtament. 
This was done, after the whole Order had per- 
ſecuted with unremitting ardor, and with un- 
relenting fury, and were ſtill perſecuting in the 
fame manner, thoſe who had publiſhed one before, 
which had met with a moſt favorable reception. 
They were become a nuiſance and a burden even to 
Roman Catholics, and to Communities as well as 
to private perſons. Some States would never admit 
them. Others expelled them. And all of them 
now eſteem themſelves happy in having got rid of 
them. I am told the Engliſh Catholics could 
never reliſſ them; and that they generally impute 
to them the decay of their intereſt in this kingdom. 
But the removal, or rather abolition, of ſuch _ 
a ſet of men muſt greatly tend to abate party- 
ſpirit, to heal jealouſies, and to diſpoſe men of 
all denominations to mutual kindneſs and goodwill, 
and, among other marks and expreſſions of it, to a 
mutual and ſo to an univerſal Toler ation. 


TI muſt here do myſelf the pleaſure to mention 
further, that the Church of Rome does not now 
deal in Maſſacres, as ſhe did formerly. The laſt 
religious execution of that ſort that now occurs to 
my mind, is that of Ireland. But that was per- 
petrated by a part of the Church of Rome, as yet 
the moſt unenlightened and unimproved, eſpecially 
of thoſe who have had ſome communication with 
Proteſtants. Such a thing would not have happened, 
then, in England, nor even in France, 1 5 
3 : 5 tru 
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f, in Holland. or in an of Germe 
The next Maſſacre, further 4 x that of Park. 
But that, likewiſe, was perpetrated not long after 
Reformation, and at a time when the Nation was ſti 
in a violent ferment, And even then it met with 

| 9255 qppoſition. But, preſently aſter, the Roman 

Catholics of that kingdom, many of them at leaſt, 
were greatly ſhocked at it, as well as aſhamed of 
it; and ſome expreſſed openly and publicly the 
| utmoſt horror and deteſtation of -it. The laſt 
Perſecution, of note that has, happened ſince was 
that againſt the Proteſtants in France, by the Revo- 
cation of the Edict of Nantes. And this; it muſt 
be confeſſed, was a ſtrange compound both of 
perfidiouſneſs and cruelty. However, . we, muſk 
not. omit mentioning, às a kind of alleviation, 
that Lewis the XIVth ſeems to have had. in view 
not to ſhed. blood, or but as little as conveniently 
could. Every ſpecies. of vexation and torment 
Vas allowed, ſhort of death. It is true, that that 
very circumſtance often rendered the caſe infi- 
nitely worſe. The perſecuted died daily and hourly, 
and lived only to ſuffer whatever. malice, and 
cruelty, animated by ſuperſtitious zeal, could 
invent;. and all that without the comfort and 
relief of death. But ſtill, the not permitting ſuch 
large effuſions of human blood had in it ſomething 
of the appearance of ſhame and remorſe, if not 
of real tenderneſs and compaſſion. As for the times 
which have followed, and eſpecially, the preſent; 
it is univerſally known and acknowledged, 
the governing part of the Nation, and great 
numbers of the Nation itſelf are totally averſe to 
Perſecution; chat if what: has been done were to do 
again, they would be far from agreeing to any ſuch 


Wr And we are eyen flattered with. the 


now | 
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now and then, that they ſeriouſly think of undoing 
. it, and of reſtoring all juſt rights and privileges to 
thoſe who have been ſo cruelly deprived of them. 
Upon the ſubjeft of the amendments and im- 
provements daily making in ſome part or other 
of the Church of Rome; I cannot deny myſelf 
the pleaſure of mentioning one article more. And 
that is the Abolition, or Mitigation at leaſt, of the 
Tribunal of the Inquiſition. A Tribunal, which 
I cannot tell how to ſpeak of; as not knowing how 
to deſcribe it in colors ſufficiently dark to corre- 
ſpond with the horror of it; and induſtriouſſy avoid- 
ing, as much as I can, to give offence,” and to in- 
flame the paſſions. A very conſiderable part of the 
bleſſing I am here ſpeaking of, is, that the power 
of the ambitious part of the Clergy and Monks is 
greatly reſtrained and abated : whilſt the wiſer and 
more moderate part of them begin to have more 
influence. And this implies, at the ſame time, that 
they become acquainted, a little more than they 
N were, with what is called freedom of thought and 
8 enquiry, and with ſound Religion, and with the 
more eſſential parts of it, and, of courſe, with all 
humane and generous ſentiments. We may reſt 
aſſured, that no St. Dominic would now be ad- 
mitted, 'or ſo much as ſuffered, in any part of 
| Popiſh Chriſtendom, to erett a Tribunal, inveſted 
Wii with full and abſolute power to deſtroy all Jews, 
| | Moors, Turks, and Heretics whatever, great and 
{mall;-rich and poor, men, women, and children; 
girls as well as boys; and to oblige fathers to betray 
their children, and children their fathers; wives 
their huſbands, and huſbands their wives; and 
friends their deareſt and beſt friends and their moſt 
generous benefattors ; and to make it an inexpiable 
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tion, or of pity and compaſſion, Upon 5 

the greateſt diſtreſſes, or hearing the loudeſt and 
moſt piercing ſhrieks; and to oblige all and every 
one to fear and dread them above all men and above 
all things, even above God himſelf. And we may 
reſt aſſured likewiſe, that no Jeſuits would now be 
admitted into the Cabinets of Princes, there to 
govern and diſpoſe of things at their pleaſure. 


Neither would Caſuiſts of that or any other Order 


be encouraged to confound the ideas of right and 
wrong, of virtue and vice, and to teach men how 
they may commit the greateſt crimes, without 


- 


incurring the leaſt danger of guilt and remorſe, or _ 


ri F 


of puniſhment in another world. 


£55) 


The Inference to be drawn from the foregoing 


Premiſes is obvious. If the Roman Catholics are 
altered in their character and conduct: we ought 
alſo to alter our opinion of them, and our behaviour 


towards them. If they are changed ſo much for the 


better: we have then no reaſon to be ſo apprehen- 
five of them. From whence it will follow again, 


that this government has atted a wiſe, a juſt and 


an equitable part, in ſhewing them favor and 
indulgence, in the manner they have lately done. 


Such a behaviour on the part of Proteſtants 
towards Roman Catholics will likewiſe be found the 
. beſt and moſt effectual way to engage both them 


and us to vie with one another in all atts of juſtice 


and beneficence, and in the retaliation of all good 
offices; and in advancing the great and neceſl: 
- work of reformation. Reformation is what we 
ſtand in need of; we as well as they, though not 
fo much as they. The principal difference * 
STE | | em 
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crime to ſhew any the leaſt mark of natural affec- 
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them and us, is, that we have got the ſtart of them. 
Herein, then, let us proceed and advance, and draw, 
others. after us by our example, till we happily 
meet at the end of our courſe ; and, till we form, 
once more, one. people; not, however, in a 
common ſubjection to human, but to divine au- 
| thority. Such are the comfortable and glorious 
| hopes, I entertain of what is one day to happen. 
Neuer. care I how ſoon. And I ſhould eſteem it 
a ſingular honor. and happineſs indeed, if I could 
NY. Way, or in any deer. contribute towards it. 
In particular I do not think, that this Pen, ſuch as 
it is, could be better employed, than in forwardin 
ſuch an event. Such then being my ſettled 
thoughts, and my fond hopes; far be it from me to 
join with thoſe, who are diſſatisfied with what Go- 
vernment has lately done, and would ſolicit the 
Repeal of an Act, which appears to me to be ſo 
well grounded, and to be likely to draw after it 
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ſome very deſirable conſequences. 


Before I quit this part of the ae I. ſhould 
Mo. be glad, for a few minutes, to dire and confine | 
my. views to the Roman Catholics of this Nation, 
and particularly to ſuch of them, as any of us may 
be perſonally acquainted with, or know, at leaſt, by 
common report. And I would aſk, whether there are 

not among them men of the beſt of characters? 
Men of the ſtricteſt honor and juſtice? Men, whom 

we delight to deal and converſe with? Men, in 

whom we can repoſe an entire confidence ? Men, 
who. are quiet and peaceable ſubjetts? Men, of a 
banane and charitable. diſpoktion, and ready to do 
good to as many as fall in their way, withgut any 


dliſtinction of religious, party? Again, do you not 


wink, that there are thoſe among them, as well as 


among 


1 


among us, who are open to information and con- 
viction, and who can lend an attentive and im- 
partial ear to what may be ſaid on either fide of an 
argument ? Nay, are there not ſome, think you, of a 
becoming ſpirit, who, upon occaſion, can withſtand 
the undue liberties which others might take with 

them; and the encroachments which others might 
make upon their rights and privileges, conſidered 
both as Men'and as Chriſtians ? I myſelf have known 
ſuch; and I have heard of ſuch upon the beſt autho- 
rity. But why ſhould ſuch men as theſe be chagrined, 
be reſtrained, be kept under, and abridged in any 
thing that they have a natural and juſt right to? Or 
why ſhould natural and Juſt rights be taken from 
them, the very moment they have been granted 


I T have yet one ſtep further to go; and will - 
not ſcruple to ſay, that I fee no reaſon why we 
ſhould not entertain a more favorable opinion 
even of the Clergy among the Roman Catholics 
here in England, as well as of the Laity ; eſpe- 
_ cally of "thoſe of Engliſh birth, and who have 
reſided here ſome time. To ſpeak of men and 
things in a general way : Roman Catholics, fure, 
are men as well as Proteſtants; and the Clergy 
among them as well as the Laity. Is it neceſſary 
to aſk, Whether they do not all enjoy the faculties 
belonging to human nature? Whether they are 
not all capable of the ſame excellencies and at- 
tainments, ſuch as the diſcovery of Truth and the 
practice of Virtue? It will be alleged, perhaps, 
that they are more liable to prejudice. Suppole 
they are, do you really imagine that they are fuch 
flaves to prejudice, that they can never extricate 
_ themſe]ves from it? The contrary is certain from 
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all capacity of returning to it. Why ſhould not 


ſenſible, and more and more fo, of ſuch Truths 


ſuch a Faith, of a Faith grounded in Knowledge 


as far as there is room to ſuppoſe it in each par- 


as well as of all others, enjoy all the advantages of 
a juſt and equitable government; and, among the 
reſt, that of the moſt extenſive Toleration ? And 
why ſhould they not enjoy, not only liberty of 
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fat and experience. There is a kind of con- 
ſanguinity, a real and near relation, between 
truth and. the minds of all men: the mind is 

hardly ever fo far eſtranged from truth, as to loſe 


Popiſh Prieſts, as well as other men, become 


as theſe? That the Laity have rational Souls, as 
well as the Clergy : That Reaſon is our principal 
Faculty; and, as ſuch, ought principally to be 
made uſe of in all things, and in things the moſt 
excellent and the moſt intereſting: That it is im- 
Poſſible to believe, without knowing and being 
convinced : That there can be no Religion, nor 
what is called Edification, but in conſequence. of | 


and Conviction: That Prieſts were appointed for 
the People, and not the People for the Prieſts: 

That the primary and moſt eſſential duty of the 
Prieſts to the People is, to inſtru them: That, 
Previouſly to our inſtructing others, we muſt in- 
ſtruct ourſelves. What man, or what prieſt 
ſoever, but mult adopt this maxim of Quintilian, 
That it is the duty of a good Maſter to teach his 
Scholars ſo faithfully and ſo carefully, and to take 
ſuch pains to bring them forward, that they may, 
as ſoon as poſſible, be able to teach. themſelves, 
and do without him? Now, ſuppoſing this, and 


ticular caſe, why ſhould not thoſe of that claſs, 


conſcience, and the free exerciſe of their religion; 
8 the free e likewiſe of their office, 2 
ft 0 
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of all tlie parts of it which they eſteem neceſſary? 
In ſo ſaying, however, I ſuppoſe; and take for 
granted, that they keep within the hounds of their 
duty, as Citizens; and that they tranſgreſs none 
of the eſtabliſhed laws of the COUNTY. : If they: 
did; it would then be the office and duty of the 
Magiſtrate to interfere.—But the Magiſtrate has 
no need of my advice. And ſo much for the 
Reaſons of my refuſing to ſubſcribe the Petition, 
as deduced from the conſideration of the Roman 
II. War I have now more, particularly to 
offer and to enlarge upon, by way of juſtifying my 
refuſal, is this: That, beſides what is incumbent 
upon all Proteſtants, conſidered as ſuch, in regard 
to Toleration; among thoſe of that denomination, 
who put themſelves forward on the preſent occa- 
ſion, there are ſome, whom it becomes the leaſt of 
all ſo to do. And who are theſe? and why does 
it become them ſo little? I anſwer: Becauſe they 


4 


are ſuch a diviſion or claſs of Proteſtants, as have 
a nearer affinity with Roman Catholics, and a 


greater conformity to them in point of doctrine 
and practice. This may, at firſt hearing, ſound 
like a paradox. It is, however, what I eſteem and 
maintain to be litterally true. And, I hope, before 
I have done, to make it appear with great clearneſs 
and evidence. I only crave a moderate degree 
of attention and impartiality. yy... 
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When the Reformation took place, here in 


Europe; which happened, as we ſaid before, 


about two hundred years ago: it was, ſtrietly and 
properly ſpeaking, but a Beginning of that arduous 
Work. It was but a Dawn of that great Day, 


which then hn out, ſhone," preſently alter, 


UL 6 


with a wonderful luſtre, both on the aye th and 
the World. It Was, and could be, no more; 
The Reformers, emerging from a night of i * 42 

rance and error, which had laſted for a ſucceſſion 
of ages (thoug h the. darkneſs, indeed, was not 


then To groſs — palpable as it had been in former | ; 


na it was not to be ſuppoſed or expected, that 


E. 


To lay aſide the figure: It was not pr 


could, at once, diſcern all kinds "of objects, 
F of them in their proper ſhapes and colors. 


nor indeed ſo much as poſſible, that they ſhould, 
at once, diſcover all the errors of the Church of 
Rome, or form to themſelves right notions of all 
the truths and doQtrines of Scripture. Rome had 


taken up a long ſpace of time in building: it muſt; 


perhaps, take as long a ſpace in demoliſhing. If the 
Reformers had ſeen everything at one view: this 
would not only have been a miracle, but a 


t one: a miracle, equal, if not ſuperior to 


that of the Holy-Ghoſt, when it was ſo plentifully 
ſhed on the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, - on the 
day of Pentecoſt. But then they would likewiſe 
have been endued with the power of working 
miracles; external miracles, I mean; in order 
to prove their divine inſpiration: which is a thing 
they never pretended to. Nor have their real 
Followers, in after times ever made any preten- 
fions of that fort. Thoſe, who may "4k laid 
claim to ſuch powers; are, certainly, thus far, not 


their real offſpring. Their non- inſpiration was, 
| beſides, in a great meaſure, deducible from fact; 
in that they differed, more or leſs, from one 


another, in their opinions. Of two- oppoſite opi- 
nions both may be wrong: one, at leaſt, — 


be ſo. And when men hold- one falſe opinion, | 
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= they may hold another, and ever ſo many more. 


This has been rendered ſtill more evident by the 
t improvements which have ſince been made 


1 in the knowledge of ancient Languages, in the art 
of Reaſoning, in that of Criticiſm, and in that of 
applying theſe ſeveral things to the ſtudy of Scrip - 
are, and of the whole Science of Divinity. 


I have taken notice above, that, ſince the 


period of the Reformation, there has been a con- 
tinual alteration and improvement even in the 
Church of Rome. I will now add, that there has 
likewiſe been a ſimilar alteration and improvement 
among all the parties and denominations of Pro- 
teſtants. Light has been reflected aud multiplied 
on all ſides. I am ready to appeal, for the truth 
of this obſervation, not only to the learned, but 


even to the ignorant: provided, however, they are 


endued with common ſenſe and common honeſty; 
and provided they will confine themſelves to ſubjet᷑ts, 
of which they are competent judges. Let hut an 
Engliſh Reader, thus qualified, whether he be 
Roman Catholic or Proteſtant, take up a Book of 
Divinity, writ two hundred years ago; and another 
within the compals of a few'years; and I will defy 
him not to fee and acknowledge at once, that there 
is incomparably more ſenſe and truth and importance 
in the latter; and that the latter quotes and applies 
Scripture with far more exactneſs and . and 
that he expreſſes far more real and ſolid ſenſe in one 
ſingle page, perhaps, than the former would have 
done in ten. I preſume, again, there is no fort of 
exaggeration in ſaying (and I hope no well- 
informed and impartial Proteſtant will oppoſe me 
in it): That there are Authors among the Roman 
Catholics, who, at this day, write more 9 | 
rp bor : 5 an 
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and more ſenſibiy upon ſuch topics of ms 
or paſſages of Scripture, as have no immediate 
connection with their peculiar tenets; than was 
done at the early dawn of the Reformation by 
thoſe who began bo difficult; Work, or by thoſe 
who. immediately followed. The Reformers and 
their immediate Succeſſors, no doubt, did their beſt: 
and they really did and effected wonderful things, 
for the times they lived in. Neither do I appre- 
hend they could have done fo much, without ſome 
extraordinary aids of the Divine Spirit, and with- 
out a peculiar favor and bleſſing of Providence. 
And we can never be thankful, as we ought, both 
to God and Man for what they attempted, and 
for as much as they accompliſhed, But yet it 
was not poſſible, according to the eſtabliſhed 
courſe of Nature and Providence, they ſhould do 
all. They leſt ſomething, ſure, for their immedi- 
ate Succeſſors, as theſe muſt alſo for theirs. To do 
the beſt however was their duty, and it is ours; and 
the doing of it will be our common and ever-in- 
creaſing glory. It is the manifeſt duty of the feyeral 
generations of men, as they advance, to increaſe in 
knowledge; in all kind of knowledge, no doubt: 
but ſtill more in the knowledge of moral and 
religious truth: as much as it is the duty of youth 
to know more than childhood and infancy, and 
that of manhood more than youth. Now I am 
very much afraid there are ſtill many Proteſtants, 
who herein have not done their duty: and who 
(to their ſhame be it ſpoken) do yet retain, and 
that, very pertinaciouſſy, ſeveral falſe doctrines, 
together with ſeveral immoral practices, which 
are peculiar to the Church of Rome, and which 
were ſtill more peculiar to her in ſome of her 


5 ages. If this ſhould prove trug; ſurely, | 
thele 


— 


21 apprehend one of the moſt capital Errors of 


E 
theſe Proteſtants, of all others, muſt have a very H 


grace in exclaiming loudly and bitterly againſt the 
Roman Catholics, and warmly ſoliciting the Civil 
Powers againſt them. I know they will deny the 


charge. And I will candidly ſuppoſe, that ſome, 
nay, many of them are not ſenſible of the real truth 
of the matter. It is, therefore, juſtly incumbent 
upon me to make my aſſertion gool. 


a 


Popery to conſiſt in its pretenſion to INFALLI- 


BILITY. This; to me, is the very ſummit of 


extravagance, as well as of impiety. - Infallibility 
is ſuch a Perfection and Prerogative, as can belong 
to none but GOD, who is alone infinite: in under- 
ſtanding and knowledge. A pretenſion to Infal- 
libility, therefore, is not only a manifeſt encroach- 
ment upon the Divine Prerogative; but even a 


pretenſion to Deity itſelf. It is uſurping the place 
of God, and even ſetting oneſelf above him. It 


is (to continue the language and phraſe of 
Scripture) ſitting in the temple of God, and there 


adting as God. But this it is impoſſible to do, 


without aſſuming a power and authority ſuperior to 
his, without oppoſing him, and waging war with 
him. And need I mention, that this is diretly 


the reverſe of all true Religion and Piety? Is it 


neceſſary to remind Men and Chriſtians, That true 
Religion and Piety conſiſt in yielding abſolute 
Faith and Obedience to GOD ? To God. I ſay, in 
preference to, and to the utter excluſion of all 
other heings? But, in the caſe before us, it is 


_ viſible, » that Faith and Obedience are yielded, 


not to God, but to Man. God is here kept out of 
ſight, and. if I may ſo ſpeak, out of play; or is 


only named for form's fake: it is Man alone, who 


really 
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| really appears, and ſpeaks, and acts. Here men 


believe, not what God, but what Man declares. 


Here men de, not what God, but what Man 
commands. In numberleſs mftances, thoſe we 


ſpeak of have abſolutely nothing more than the 
bare Word of Man, on which they are to ground; 
and by which they are to order both their faith 
and practice. And though, in ſome inſtances, the 
things they believe and perform may happen to be 
ſuch as God does indeed teach and command in 
Holy Scripture : that is more than they know: 


- and, therefore, they can in no wiſe be ſuppoſed 


to be influenced by any ſuch conſideration. God, 
both by Reaſon and Revelation, ſpeaks to Indi- 


viduals, as well as to collective Bodies. He F 
ſpeaks to all and every one of the human ſpecies; 


to all and every one of them, I mean, whom he 
Has himſelf placed within the hearing of his voice, 
And, therefore, every one, as far as he is able, 


is to hearken and learn: which is no more, in 


other words, than ſaying, that every man is to 
know and believe for himſelf. It is impoflible, 
in the very nature of things, that there ſhould 
exiſt any other kind of Knowledge or Faith; and 
the bare "ſuppoſition is ridiculous. To talk of 
another man's knowing and believing for me, is 
juſt the fame abſurdity and nonſenſe, as to talk of 
another man's eating and drinking for me. Ano. 
ther man may eat till he burſts, and may drink 
till he is drunk (pray, excuſe the vulgarity of the ex- 


preſſions); and I may yet ſtarve and periſh. Inſhort, 


Religion is, as we commonly expreſs it, a Perſonal 
Affair. To talk, therefore, of believing as the 
Church believes, without knowing what it is the 
Church believes, or upon hat grounds ſhe” be- 


lieves at all; is uttering words chat have no 


meaning 5 


t 1 


e is talking of what cannot be a 
and can never exiſt. I ſhall illuſtrate my meaning 
by another compariſon, and add, that it is juſt the 
ſame thing as to talk of believing the truth of a 
Hiſtory, and of a Book that contains it; when 
you never fo much as opened or ſaw the. Book 
itſelf; far from knowing the contents of it; and 
— on from. 9 latiafied en an wenne 


26 . e as abſurd: gd ee as e 
are (the notions, I mean, of Infallibility, on the 
| a and of a blind and implicit Faith and 
Obedience, on the other); I ſuſpect, nay, I am 
ſure, they are but too much adopted, and em- 
braced, and followed, even by many of thoſe, 
who: take upon them the name of | Proteſtants, 
The charge is common, and wich equal juſtice 
and 1 applicable to all thoſe, of what 
country o ſoever they. be, who, having 
ſeparated Cho the Church of Rome, make 
the ſtandard of their Religion, not Scripture, but 
the Writings of the Reformers; and, more par- 
ticularly, certain known Formularies, which |the 
Reformers thought proper to draw. up, and to 
preſcribe, and to ſettle, each in his own, diſtrict. 
And their Followers ſeem to interpret, and very 
often do addually interpret, Scripture by thoſe 
Formularics; rather than thoſe Formularies by 
Scripture. . But is not this, I pray, you, really 
attributing lofallibility to Men, and letting up a mere 
Divine Authority, inſtead Ln _—_ TO the 

vine? Eb; T 
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to be regarded and depended wid than mere talk 
and pretence: Theſe people really ſay; one thing, 
and do another. As one fact of that nature, 


among a thouſand, I beg leave to mention, that, 


not long ago, I was reading the Sermon of a Pro- 
teſtant Divine of that Stamp, wherein the Preacher 
(and he was a moſt popular Preacher in his day) 
charged ſome with deviating from ſound doctrine, 
and, endeavoring to conſute them, would, every noẽw 
and then, break out into ſuch exclamations as theſe : 
Read your Articles: Mind your Articles: What 
do your Articles ſay upon this and that ſubject? or 

words to that effect. I defy a Popiſh Preacher, in 
any part of Popedom, one or even two centuries ago, 
whether a Regular or Secular Prieſt, whether of 
the Order of St. Dominic, or of St. Ignatius Loyola, 

to have referred his hearers, with more earneſt- 

neſs and vehemence, to the Decrees of the Council 


of Trent. How much more, think you, would it 


have become a Proteſtant, a real Proteſtant, in ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to his audience, to have referred 
them to Moſes and the Prophets, to Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles? and to have quoted paſſages relative 
and pertinent to the point in hand? and to have 
ſhewn the relation and pertinency of them by 
plain and ſober reaſoning? And as that Preacher 
preached; fo. do others of the ſame party, in a 


moſt eſpecial manner, write books, and whole 


books, in the ſame ſtrain: wherein Prophets and 
Apoſtles are, indeed. quoted among others: but 
manifeſtly, but chiefly, with a view to ſhew their 
faithful and humble ſubſerviency to Authors 
and Formularies of ſuch a particular deſcription. 
Does not this recal to our minds thoſe times of 
Popery, when Divines, and the moſt noted Di- 
vines, when thoſe who took all the Degrees in 
ws” Divinity, 


1 * 
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F 9b read no more of Scripture, than what | 
— happened to find quoted i in thoſe Works of 
the 3 —_ were rend den hs 2 
1 hats 
Upon aach fats a as theſe T would Sn che 
| Allobing remark : that there are, at this day, ſuch 
Roman Catholic Authors and Preachers, 'who 
-exhibit more of real Scripture Divinity, and, of 
courſe, more of real Chriſtian Doctrine, in ſome 
of their Writings and Sermons, than ſome Pro- 
teſtants do in theirs. I am confident one might 
make whole Volumes of Extrafts, that would ſet 
this point in the cleareſt light. From whence it 
will follow again, that, thus far at leaſt, the former, 
under the title of Catholics, are truer Proteſtants, 
than ſuch among us, as arrogate, and would ſome- 
times engroſs to themſelves that name. So fond 
are ſome men of mere empty titles! And fo apt 
to take up with them, inſtead of the moſt ſubſtan- 
al and Wan valuable realities! | | £6 
5 would keve a a cenie of wy 
meaning. Having juſt now mentioned the Coun- 
eil of Trent, and drawn a kind of parallel between 
the: deference paid to its authority by ſome, and 
the deference paid to the authority of the Reform- 
ers by others, I would by no means be underſtood 
as putting that Council and thoſe Divines upon a 
par. Tallow there is a vaſt difference, in point of 
character, on both ſides. Thoſe who compoſed 
the Council, met together, reſolved and deter- 
mined- beforehand, to maintain ſuch and ſuch 
points in the manner they vere directed and en- 
joined by thoſe on whom they depended: whereas 
the anden were men, well verſed in the 
% F Scriptures, 


. 


Scriptures, which they had read and meditated with 
the utmoſt application, and whichthey took for their 
only Rule of Faith; alleging them perpetually for-: 

whatever they advanced. The former acted, for 
the moſt part, upon the principle of human policy: 
whereas the latter could be influenced by no other 
principle than that of duty and conſcience. The 
former, in ſome ſhape or other, claimed to them- 
ſelves the moſt abſurd, the moſt impious privilege 
of Infallibility : whereas the latter rejected and op- 
poſed it with all their might; however they might, 
ſometimes, forget themſelves, and act inconſiſtently 
with their own avowed principles. But, notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe real and great differences between 
the one and the other of them: yet they were 
all of them mere men, and therefore all of them 
fallible. It is allowed, that there was more truth 
to be expected from the latter; but yet not abſo- 
lute, not univerſal truth. Is not the quoting 
of them, therefore, inſtead of the Word of God, 
or in conjunction and upon a kind of equality 
with it, great folly, and a manifeſt impiety ? And 
what more groſs or more fundamental Error in 
Religion than this? Is it not an Error exactly ſimi- 

lar in kind, though not equal in degree, to that f 

the Church of Rome? Thoſe who are guilty of it, 
therefore, are really Papiſts, in this reſpett, at 
leaſt: however they may not be ſo in others. 

They are really ſuch: however ſome may be 
ignorant of it; and others may be unwilling to 
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I I ſhall now paſs on to a ſecond inſtance of the 
_ fame kind: I mean of certain Proteſtants agreeing 
in Sentiment with Roman Catholics. e 
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| Chriſtendom, here in Europe, and in part of 
Aa, has been principally divided, for many cen- 


turies paſt, into the Greek and Latin Churches.“ 


Now there is a Father of the Latin, or Roman 
Church, who had explained certain Dodtrines of the 
New Teſtament differently from the Greek Church; 

and differently from the real ſenſe and meaning of 


the inſpired Writers: as learned men, in theſe two | 


laſt centuries, who have looked narrowly i into the 
matter, have diſcovered and made appear. The 
Father I ſpeak of is St. Auguſtin, Biſhop of Hippo; 

whom ſome of the Roman Catholic Divines call 
the laſt and greateſt of all the Fathers. And the 
Doctrines J allude to are thoſe of Grace, Predeſti- 
nation, Free-w1ll, and ſome others, which are con- 


need with them. And theſe Dottrines (or rather 
his Explanations'of them) are recieved and main- 
tained in the Church of Rome; having the ſanQtion 


and countenance. of Popes” and Councils and 


School-men, and of Tradition both Oral and 


Written : although different parts of that very 
Church are greatly divided about thoſe points, as 
well as about many others. Now it ſo happens, 
that theſe Doctrines (or rather again Explanations 
of them) the generality of the Reformers did not 
think. of enquiring into, and bringing to the teſt of 


Scripture explained by Reaſon: by which means 


they were let paſs, at that time, uncontroverted. 


And it ſo happens, once more, that theſe very 


Dottrines (or rather Explanations of them) ſome 
that love to call themſelve Proteſtants, retain to this 


day. Nay, there are ſome of theſe who are laid, and 


W N dne Niers may want to be told, that Lane n 
Roman bere fi gnily the ſame thing. | | 


I believe 


| (ay, n t let us mince the matter, but ſpeak with 


nz 


I believe not without foundation, to hold and 


maintain them, in a more crude and ind geſted 
, e, than even many profeſſed Catholics. - Now 

would think it? THESE ARE THE PRO- 
TESTANTS ABOVE ALL OTHERS, who 
are now the loudeſt in the cry againſt the Roman 
Catholics, and who are the buſieſt and forwardeſt 

to ſolicit Government againſt them. How unjuſt Þ 

is is this proceeding! Nay, how unnatural and un- 


ſcended, and 


grateful! How unnatural to riſe ty ra thoſe, 
ly 


from whom you are immediate 
with whom you are cloſely allied! And how un- 


grateful, to riſe up againſt thoſe, from whom you ; 


have recieved. Dottrines, which. you ſet ſo high a | 
value upon, and by which you diſtinguiſh your- 
ſelves from all your Chriſtian neighbors! - Would 
it not rather become Children to ſhew a tender 
reſpect for their Fathers, and Diſciples for their 
Teachers? to take their part? and to ne 
a aſſiſt them all in their power ? 


| 4Þ. 
| Erroneous ſentimants naturally lead 4 to e 1 


praftices. Now in regard to the latter alſo, the 
claſs. of Proteſtants I am ſpeaking of have but too 


cloſely followed the ſteps of the Church of Rome, 4 | 


and of that Church, rather asit was formerly, than 
as it is now. I ſhall here inſtance in what is called 


the Spirit of Popery: a Spirit, which betrays itſelf 


too viſibly among them in their carriage ee 
only F ellow-Men and 2 F allpw- Chriſtians; 14 


1 reimen of his appears in their Uncharita- | 


| Hleneſs towards thoſe who differ from them in ſen- 


'timent. Papilts, conſidered rather as they were 
formerly, than as they are now, uſed to condemn: 


the 
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interpretation does this admit of! 


! 
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| (he i maſt litera}! propriety); used tb DAA 
1 that were out of the Pale of the Church. Nov, 
in exa& conformity to ſo reſpectable, to ſo worthy 
a precedent; are not many of thoſe I am here 
ſpeaking of guilty, and notoriouſly guilty, of the 


very ſame uncharitable prattice towards all thoſe 


J that differ from them? Do they not particularly 
delight in the word DAMNATION ? Have they 
not that word very frequently in their mouths ? 


Are they not remarkable for pronouncing it with 


a peculiar - emphaſis? Do they not denounce 


XZ DAMNATION with uncommon Solemnity, not 
only againſt Unbelievers and the Vicious, but 


againſt thoſe whom they look upon as Heretics, as 
unſound in the faith? not only againſt thoſe who 


deny Articles of Faith plainly contained in Scrip- 


ture; but againſt thoſe who rejett their particular 
Explanations of them? This Diſtinction I here 


produce again; becauſe J have all along in view to 


obviate one of their favorite and moſt common 
Sophiſms; that, I mean, of confounding their 
Explanations of Doctrines with the Doarines 
themſelves : which, ſure, are very different things; 
and the rejecting of them very differently criminal, 


as far as it can be ſo at all. Rejecting Doctrines 


contained in Scripture is an offence againſt God ; 


but rejeQing their Explanations of Doctrines can 


only be an offence againſt them: But would they 
put mere poſſible offences againſt tem upon a level 
with offences againſt God? But what a ſhocking 


I would addreſs myſelf to theſe people, and alk 


them: who has given you authority to cohdemm, 
to anathematize, your Brethren, at this rate? Is it 
Chriſt? Is it his Apoſtles? So far from it, that 
Wes N "they 


1 they have moſt-expreſly forbid-i it you and all of us 
in numberleſs paſſages of the New Teſtament; — 
have, withal, ſupported the prohibition with the 

| ſtrongeſt reaſons and moſt forcible motives, whether 
of promiſe or threatening. Or, have Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles given you any Example of that fort in 
their conduct towards thoſe who refuſed to hearken 
and ſubmit to them? Suppoſing they had done 

any thing of the kind; or any thing that might 
ſeem to wear ſuch an af pect; is not their caſe quite 
different from — Chriſt had recieved the 

Spirit of God without meaſure. His Apoſtles had 

recieved a meaſure of it that exceeded all the 
Prophets chat had gone before. Both Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles had recieved one particular Giſt of 

the Holy Ghoſt; that of diſcerning the Spirits of 
men: a Gift, by which they ſaw in the hearts of 
thoſe around them, and were perſectly acquainted 
with their diſpoſitions. and characters; and ſo dif. 
covered. who were guilty, and how far they were 
ſo; whereby they could pronounce upon them with 
infallible certainty. #- But do you pretend to ſuch a 
meaſure of the Spirit? and to ſuch Gifts? Again, 
they never condemned in that manner, but in con- 
ſequence of a ſpecial commiſſion from ous But do 
290 nd 0 ck a commiſion * 8 ens 


| What is hem: cenſured and duc; contains in 
it the Spirit of Intolerance and Perſecution : than 
which, moſt certainly, there never was any thing 
in the world more contrary to reaſon and juſtice 
and humanity, and to Scripture and to the Goſpel ; 
or more oppoſite to common ſenſe and common 
equity: For, moſt certainly again, all men are here 
5 upon a level. If I have a right to be tolerated; 
= ſo has any other man. If another man has no 
| „ right 


— 
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= right to it, neither have I. To ſay: I have that 
right, and you have not: only ſhews, only proves 
to a demonſtration, that ſome people can allow 


themſelves to have two ſorts of weights and meaſures, 


upon moral and religious ſubjects at leaſt ; * one 


ſor themſelves, and another for their neighbors. 
Their ſecret and inward thoughts, when brought 
to light, and dreſſed out in plain language, amount 
to this: If there is in nature ſuch a virtue, ſuch a 


duty, as Juſtice: that virtue, that duty, obliges 


others towards me, not me towards em. Su 


people neither think what they ſay, nor ſay what 
they think ;- or rather do not really care what they 
either think or ſay, nor what they do. They are 


hardly worth ſpeakingto, or taking notice of: except 
it be with a view to know them, that we may avoid 


them. If ſuch a way of thinking was followed in all 
its conſequences; eſpecially if it was countenanced 


and authorized in ſocial life; it would tend to the 
deſtruction of Society, and {till more to that of the 


moſt uſeful and moſt valuable members of it. 
Every one, then, would ſeek his own preſent 
good, and neglect that of others, and of the public, 


and of poſterity. - And theſe are moral and politi- 


cal truths, which the different ſtates, and even 


Popiſh ones, ſeem to become, every day more 


and more ſenſible of. Now is it not ſomething 


very ſtrange; that even Popiſh States, ſome of 


them, at leaſt, ſhould be ſorry for having offended 


againſt this-part of natural juſtice, and for having 


done themſelves and others ſo much hurt therebv ; 


and that there ſhould | be profeſſed: Proteſtants, 
living in a Proteſtant country, eager: and forward 


to deprive others of what is their juſt right? Is it 


not natural to remark, once more, that there are 


certain Catholics and certain Proteitants. Who, 


retaining 
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retaining the ſeveral titles and appellations thi 
vere born to, have, in a great meaſure, exchanged 
characters? But what are titles compared to cha- 
.rafters? On which ſide, then, will the advantage 
lie? Let thoſe judge chat can Judge at all- or 
rather, thoſe that can paſs a righteous judgment 
upon the caſes brought before tem, e m—_ 
_— to neee or to n ile 

be) ſhall mention res Aa how inſtant ore of — 
Gaſt kind. And they ſhall be ſuch as relate to 
Natural affection, and to the Mutual Duties f 
Society, both Civil and Religious. Now, ſome of 
thoſe here ſpoken and complained of have imitated 
and do ſtill imitate, though not in ſo flagrant a 
manner, nor in the ſelf. ſame particulars, ſome of 
the members of the Church of Rome; ard of that 
Church too, as it was in N times em its 3 
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The Days wa” ann are now Aechning 
apace. But when thoſe days were the longeſt and 
the hotteſt; or, if you will accept of another ſimile 
to the fame purpoſe, when the nighits of Monachiſm 
vere the longeſt and the darkeſt: it was mightily 
the faſhion to abuſe and vilify Nature; and to ſet 
Nature and Grace in direct oppoſition and at the 
greateſt variance. And however it may be right 
and proper to make uſe of ſuch ways of ſpeaking 
upon ſome ſubjetts and to a certain degree; they 
did it in a moſt unnatural and moſt ungracious man- 

ner, if I may be allowed thele expreſſions. When 
ve talk of human nature, as far as it is vicious and 
corrupted: and of Grace, as of the means and 
remedy, which God has provided to correct and 
eee nature: all is right; all is agreeable to the 
Dohle 
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Doctrine of Scripture ; not in the leaſt repugnant 
to reaſon; and but too much confirmed by fad 
and univerſal experience. But we are here to un- 


- derſtand Nature, partly as it is innocent and upright 
of in itſelf, and partly as it is corrected and improved 
it 


by Grace : in which caſes to condemn and oppoſe 
Nature, is to fight againſt HIM, who is the GOD 
both of Nature and of Grace. It is mentioned by 
St. Paul, as one of the moſt odious and abominable 
corruptions of the heathen world; before the 
_ preaching of the Goſpel, That they were without 
natural affection. Our Lord himſelf makes men- 
tion, among the moſt enormous and moſt ſhameful 
corruptions of the Jewiſh Church in his time, and 
articularly of the Sett of the Phariſees, that they 
bad looſened and even diſſolved the ſtrongeſt ties 
of nature, thoſe of the neareſt and of the moſt 
ſacred of all natural relations; ſuch as thoſe ſubſiſt- 
ing between Huſbands and Wives, and between 
Parents and Children. In this refpe&, moſt of the 
Roman Catholics of former ages, and ſome, per- 
haps, even of the preſent, have faithfully imitated 
and do imitate the Jews and Phariſees.” Now, 
Herein alſo, the Proteſtants here ſpoken' of, have 
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imitated and do ftill imitate both. 
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© The time was, when tl e Monks would inveigle 
Children away from their families, and perſuade 


t 

5 them to take the Vows; againſt the conſent of their 
Parents, and though theſe might ſtand in ever ſo 
-. great a need of them. There is a ſaying upon 
1 record, That if a child had a call from heaven to a 

1 Religious (that is to ſay in che languagè of thoſe times, 
1 to a Monaſtic) hiſe: he vas bound to follow ſuch a 

J call; even though,” in his way to the Monaſtery, 

e EL. EE 1 e he 
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hs: was forced to 1 upon, and * over the 
3 of his Father and Mother. And I remem- 
er reading ſome account of a Book, printed at 


Paris, about the middle of the laſt century, full of 


the bittereſt complaints, which an afflicted and 
diſconſolate Father poured out before the public. 
The complaints were againſt the Jeſuits, who had 
decoyed away.his Son, and conveyed. him. from 
one College to another, ſo that he could not be 
nd, nor, . conſequently, recovered. And I 
know one, at this. preſent time, a Native of 
France, who has told me, that an Uncle of his, a 
Lad of excellent parts, was decoyed in the —— 
manner, and by the fame people. The method 
they took to prevent detection, and to ſecure their 
prey, was to alter the child's name; and he was 
never more heard of. Now there has been, and 
is ſtill, ſomething of. the ſame kind, though not in 
the fame degree, prattiſed, or rather perpetrated, 
among the Order of Proteſtants here ſpoken of. 
Tbeſe alſo inveigle and draw away ſimple and un- 
wary youths; teaching them to deſpiſe and forſake 
hon neareſt relations and beſt friends, if theſe 
ſhould pretend to oppoſe them in their religious 
ſentiments and obſervances. There have been 
Fathers and Mothers (more, I hope, formerly, 
than there are now) u have leſt at home their 
youngeſt children, if not even infants; in order 
to attend their religious meetings, though, perhaps, 
at a great diſtance from their homes. There have 
been others, who have almoſt altogether left off 
working for themſelves and families; truſting, it 
ſeems, to a miraculous Providence for the ſupply 
ok all their wants. But bat does an Apoſtle ſay 
of ſuch godly and gevour ns If any one does 


not 
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not take care of his own, eſpecially of thoſe of kis 
own family, he has renounced the Falls and is 


worle than an infidet. 


Pio natural cbenectes we e may past to others 
of: a religious kind: The latter of theſe” have 
fomething particularly ſacred to all real and con. 
feientious Chriſtians. The relations here meant, 
are thoſe ſubſiſting between Miniſters and People: 
The courſe of Providence unites in this manner 
both Natives and Foreigners. And herein muſt 
be included both thoſe who are Members of the 
eſtabliſhed Church and thoſe who are Members of 
other Churches that are tolerated. Now how 
many are there, of both theſe diviſions, who being 
led away by the ſpecies of Proteſtants here ſpoken 
of, break off with all their ſpiritual connections; 
and are taught to look upon their former Congre- 
gations as Synagogues of Satan, and on their former 
Paſtors as Miniſters of Satan, as Apoſtates and 
Reprobates? Some break off at once; and others 
by flow degrees. Some will ſecretly undermine 
the character and influence of their former* con- 
nections; and others will do it openly and in a public 
and oſtentatious manner. Thus have they treated 
men of parts and learning; men of ſound principles 
and of 'unblemiſhed life and converſation; and 

men exatt and punQual in the diſcharge of every 
duty belonging to their office. And thus have they 
treated whole Bodies, whole Societies of Chriſtians, 
and of ſuch'as are their Brethren on ens pon 
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„Am mong theſe may and was to be Mentioned: | 


certain Proteſtants* of foreign — who fled 
A hither 
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of this kingdom, and elſewhere, built Churches out 
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hither for refage from perſecution, the TIRE end of z 


the laſt century and the beginning of this; and who 
have, in this metropolis, as well as in many other parts 


of. theruins of thoſe that had been demoliſhed in their 
native country. Churches, venerable on all ac- 

unts, and to all e thinking people. 
Gs, which may be ſaid to have been ce- 
mented with the blood and tears of their pious 
Anceftors. ;; And Churches, to which they were 
attached, in the common courſe of things, not only 
by the ſacred and moſt powerful ties both of Nature 
and Grace; but, ſome of them, by the additional 


and ſolemn ties. of more particular Engagements 


and others by favors conferred on their fathers for 
generations paſt; or perhaps on themſelves from 
their very infancy, having, all along been by them 
clothed — educated and provided with all neceſ- 
ſarięs. : What is yet more ſtrange and unnatural, 
ſome of theſe will unite and combine to pull down 
. theſe Churches: doing, themſelves, in this their 
land of refuge, what the Clergy and JE eſuits did in 
their native country. And, what is ſtill more un- 
natural and more ſhocking, there are ſome of them, 
who, having drank the deepeſt in the cup of 
deluſion, are ſo intoxicated, and ſo loſt to all the 
feelings of nature, and to the voice of reaſon, and 
to the remorſe of conſcience; as to att in this 
manner, ſeemingly, without ſhewing any the leaſt 
concern or emotion. ' Nay, once more, there are 
ſome, who ſeem to do it with a kind of complacency 
and ſelf. applauſe, not to fay with joy and triumph. 
They no more relent, than the moſt violent per- 
fecutors-at the time af. the Reformation; or than 
* in torturing * * priſoners 1 7 the 
oly 
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Holy Office. (O horrid perverſion and profanay 
tion of the term Holy!) It is not improhable 
W (though 1 will leave the deciſion. of it to others); 
that theſe people have thought of atoning for their 
1 treſpaſſes againſt natural- affection, againſt good 
faith, againſt gratitude, againſt charity and bro- 
W therly-love,. by their ſtedfaſtneſs in what they are 

| pleaſed to call a ſound Faith and the true Goſpel; 
and by their ſcrupulous exactneſs in performing all 
the ordinary and extraordinary, I might indeed 


9 ſay, all the fupererogatory works of piety, enjoined 


them by their Superiors; vhich theſe have deviſed 
for them; and in which they ſeem to place ſo great 
a part, if not the whole, of their Religion. But 
I grow tired of the ſubject. I will therefore leave 
it, and thus conclude my ſecond Claſs of Reaſons, 
for refuſing to join in ſolliciting Government for the 
& Revocation of the Act lately paſſed in favor of the 

Roman Cathobes. oP die bas ciogout 
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I SHOULD be glad to ſubjoin here a ſen 
Reflections and Concluſions of the moral kind. 
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In the firſt place; It is a Duty, and a moſt 


evident and a moſt eſſential duty, incumbent upon 


4 all: Mankind, upon the whole Chriſtian Church, 


and upon all bodies of Men and Chriſtians, and 
laſtly upon all Individuals, to improve and to con- 
tinue improving, both in the Knowledge and in 
the Practice of all true Religion and Virtue, And 
this duty increaſes, in proportion to the length af 
time, during which God has furniſhed men with 
the proper and neceſſary means for attaining this 
end. As imperfect as man is, conſidered in every 
view yet he is intended for —— — 
MF ” | Iways 


33 
1 


both in theory and practice, we ought to excuſe 


more fo, the leſs we bear, of that ſort, in our own 
ſielves. Every one may know what aggravates his own 


know in that way, he ought always to be ready to 
ſuppoſe and preſume. We are, no doubt, obliged 
to correct our brother : but we ought ever to 
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always and inceſſantly to be tending towards it. 
As far as poſſible, we ſhould guard againſt miſtakes; 
and as ſoon as poſſible, we ought to recover our- 
ſelves out of them. Miſtakes are very pardonable 
in ſuch frail beings as we are: but it would be un- 
pardonable to perſiſt in them, either through pride, 
or lazineſs, or e or a ns repel ww 
Be er e . 1 


„ Anchor: Gaalclaſion! ſhalt bs win: While we are, 
—— our errors, and tending to perfection 


and bear with the imperfections of others; and the 


fantes ; but cannot ſo well know what may extenu · 
ate the faults of other men: but what he does not 


begin by ourſelves» Thus ſhall we be better quali- 
fied to undertake any thing of that. ſort in his 
behalf; and he will be better We to n to 
bar admonition. e in 
1 | 
1 400 in all doubtful ks * to 45 
characters of other men, we ſhould make it a rule, 
ever to incline to the favorable fide of the queſtion. 
Never aggravate, but rather ſtrive” to ſoften and 
alleviate what tends to the diſgrace of others. 
This we are bound to by the plaineſt and moſt 
obvious principles of common juſtice and common 
equity. This is what others owe to us, and we owe 
to them: and this is what we require of others, and 
others require of us. This 1. Concluſion 1 1 
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here apply to our conduct towards two ſets of men: 

towards our Superiors, and towards our Enemies. | 
We ought upon a general view of things, to ſuppoſe i 2 

and preſume, that our Superiors have juſt and — 

= weighty reaſons for what they do; and ſhould not 

allow ourſelves to think otherwiſe of them, unleſs 
wie have ſtrong and irreſiſtible arguments obliging 

us to it: ſtill remembering, that we are liable to 
error, as well as they: and more than they in 

matters that more particularly concern them. It is " 
reaſonable to think, that thoſe who move. in'a 
higher ſphere ſee further about them, and know 
better which way to ſteer their courſe. There is 

not a Tradeſman or a Mechanic, but would laugh 
at a Prince or a Judge, that ſhould. pronounce at 

| random about the things of his profeſſion : and ſhall 

the Tradeſman and the Mechanic allow himſelf fuch 
liberties with the Prince and the Judge? And as to 

our Enemies, we ſhould be particularly cautious. 
how we account any one ſuch, For if we account any 
one ſuch, that is not; it is we ſhall become Enemies 
to im. And whereas we had no juſt complaint 
againſt kim ; he now has againſt us, Neither ought 
we to account any one our Enemy, that is really 
ſo, more than he really is. In this latter caſe, we 
ſhould be guilty of the ſelf-ſame . injuſtice, - as 
before, though in another ſhape. And as we 
to do every thing in our power to prevent miſchief. 
of that ſort: ſo ought we to put a ſtop to it. In parti- 
cular, ſhould our Enemy ever advance one- ſtep 
towards us; we-ought to be ready to advance two 
towards him. Both as Men and as Chriſtians, we 
ought to rejoice at ſuch an event, and ſtill more 
for the ſake of our Enemy, than for our-own';/+as | 
Judging, that an unjuſt Enemy, does himſelf in- _—_ 
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Again, "Y al Ss * ks ſubje@s, 
* ought never to make uſe of any other weapons, 
than thoſe of Reaſon and Perſuaſion. Conſidered 
as Men and Scholars, as Chriſtians ad Proteſtants: 


of calling the ſecular arm to our affiſtance: The 
doing of this implies a tacit confeſſion, that we 
diſtruſt the merits of our cauſe, and that we deſpair 
of its ſucceſs; ſince we undertake to defend it by 
ſuch foreign and unſuitable means. None but a 
foul cauſe can require foul means to ſupport it. 
Nothing but falſhood and iniquity can require 
outward force and violence, to gain them credit, 


_ and'to-procure'them any degree of ſtability. It is. 
It is not ſo with 


Revelation. It is not ſo with Chriſtianity. Neither 0 


not ſo with Truth and Views. 


3s it ſo with Proteſtantiſm"; at leaſt; not with real 


Proteſtantiſm ;. which, in its true notion, is nothing 


but a Revival and Reſtoration of pure and primi- 
Theſe things are placed upon a 
ſolid and immoveable baſis, which has withſtood 


the efforts of all paſt ages, and will withſtand thoſe 
of all ages to come. 


Malice armed with Power, 
and Power conducted by Malice, may darken 


chem, may disfigure them, may overbear and over- 


ae them. They may do ſo for a few moments, 


or years, or ages: but they never did, and never 
The cauſe of 


ſhall, overpower and deſtroy them. 
teouſneſs, in what hands; in what 
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t to ſcorn the mean and cowardly practice 


* 


N 


"= 


"3h 
oe 


"ig 


Iefended ;M ſome, - and. a and given up by Nr 


others: yet 255 always, upon the whole, gain freſh _ ; 
advantages, and, in the end, obtain a full and 


everlaſting” victory. This happy period I will 


patiently wait for, till it pleaſe God, in his infinite 


wiſdom and goodneſs, to bring it to pals. 
mean time, I heartily deteſt and abhor the i impious _ 
maxim of doing evil that good may come; or, as 
the ſame thing has been expreſſed ſince, though | not 
ſo plainly nor ſo honelty, of doing all things to the 
greater Glory of Cod. And J detel and abhor all 


In the 


ſuch maxims, whereſoever and by whomſoever 
taught and maintained and followed; and were it 


among and by thoſe of my own party: 


1 


indeed, I would rather be of no party at all; 


of no other than that of Truth, or of hoſe 


who ſeek it in the love' of it. 


I lament it as the 


greateſt misfortune to mankind in general, and to 
Chriſtendom in particular, that principles of juſtice * 
and charity and mutual forbearance, are not yet 
univerſally underſtood and complied with. 
+ ever, at the ſame time, I pleaſe and comfort my- 


How- 


ſelf with the thought, that they are more clearly 
underſtood and more freely complied with, 1n this 


| paſt; 


preſent age, than they have been for ſeveral ages 


and, I hope, in this very country, than in 
] am confi- 


any. other round the globe. 
dent, they will continue to do more and more, all 
over the world, and to the end of time. This, then: 


Thus, 


is my great comfort. This, above almoſt every thing | 
elſe, renders my preſent: exiſtence, not only tole- 


rable, not only comfortable, but ever pleaſing and 


delightful. 
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And I every day grow more and more 
in love with that laſt and beſt gilt of God to man, 
8 which is the only Light, that 

3 | preſents 25 
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5 in my view Abe glorious profit. As 1 
latter myſelf I ſhall have ſome Fellow-Chriſtians 
for my Readers (I care not ſo much of what de- 
'*. nomination they be): I here take my leave of 
them, by diretting their attention to thoſe words 


which were ſung by Angels at the birth of the 
Meſſiah, and which were prophetic of things then, 


and even yet to come, as well as deſcriptive- of: 


La then preſent, or'ſoon to take 0. 
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